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Forest Legacy/State Transportation Commission 





• 1935 ACF Acquired from Union Water Company 
• Jacoby Creek Forest Purchased 1942-$18,000 
• Dedicated May 19, 1955-First Community Forest 
in CA 
• 1979 Ballot initiative and Parkland  Bond 
• 1991 Parkland  Bond Paid off 
• 1998- First Municipal Forest in US Certified 
Sustainable By Forest Stewardship Council 
• 2001- Added 618 acres to Jacoby Creek Forest 
• 2005 –Added 171 acres added to Community 
Forest 
 




1. Maintain the health of the forest system, specifically, maintain the integrity of 
the watershed, wildlife, fisheries and plant resources, their relationships and 
the process through which they interact with their environment 
 
2. The City’s forests shall serve as models of managed redwood forests for 
demonstration and educational purposes.   
 
3. Produce marketable forest products and income to the City in perpetuity, 
balancing timber harvest and growth. 
 
4. The community forest shall also be managed to provide forest recreational 
opportunities for the community. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
















1979 ARCATA PARK BOND 
Resolution  
• “Managed under principles of ecological 
forestry” 
• Serve as a “model” of forest management 
• Portion of net revenue to be used for 
acquisition and development of parks and 
open space areas 
• Serve as a model forest 
Forest Data 
• Forest Size = 1984 acres 
• Current merchantable inventory *65 mmbf 
• Projected inventory by 2025 = 90 mmbf 
• Per acre growth = 2,000-3,000 bf per acre/year 
• Site Class II, Site index= 167 
• Typical stand per acre volume = 95-130 mbf 
• Harvest level = 500-700 mbf/year 







































































Community/Jacoby Creek Forest Timber Harvest Activity 1981-
2004








Northern Spotted Owl: 
2004 Jacoby Creek Forest 









JCF-Road Removal 2004 


McDaniel Slough Restoration-240 acres, City of 
Arcata, DFG, Coastal Conservancy--- $3.3 million 


Arcata’s Lessoned Learned 
• Take the time to get community buy in and secure funding for long-term 
management monitoring and adaptive management. Sustain the community 
buy in by involving the community in the management activities. Also provide 
a forum such as a newsletter to communicate with the community. 
• Set up a system whereby future management goals are clear.  Consider third 
party certification (FSC in Arcata’s case) to provide elected officials with 
comfortable parameters to operate within.  
• Conduct periodic community “visioning” sessions to make sure that the 
community continues to support goals and objectives. This is in addition to the 
usual public hearings for adopting management plans etc. 
• Do not wait as increasing land values in the urban interface may make large 
acquisitions unfeasible. Starting small with a particularly vulnerable tract of 
land is probably a good idea from which momentum can build for later 
additions.  
• Acquiring and managing a community forest requires technical expertise, 
collaborative partnerships, willing landowners and a bit of luck with timing.  
